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5TH Transnational Meeting
 Associação Comercial e Industrial do Funchal

The 5th Transnational Meeting of the U-MAR Erasmus+ Project took 
place in Madeira on Wednesday 27 September, It was a very fruitful 
meeting that allowed the partners to take stock of the situation in order 
to plan the work for the last project months. 

Furthermore, given the excellent results the project is achieving, the 
partners agreed to continue the collaboration with other projects. 

Mr Jorge Veiga França, President of ACIF the host partner, opened
the meeting with words of high praise and appreciation.

27 September 2023 - Funchal (Portugal)
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Great success for the project's II Multiplier event held the following day, 
Thursday 28 September, at Centro de Estudos de História do Atlântico, 
Funchal. After institutional greetings by Mr Roland Bachmeier, Member 
of the Board - Madeira Chamber of Commerce ACIF-CCM and Mrs 
Dorita Mendonça, Tourist Promotion Director at Madeira Tourism Board, 
the U-Mar project was presented.  

In addition, a session was held on the topic "Best practices of 
Enhancement of Underwater Cultural Heritage as an engine for social, 
economic and cultural development". 
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1st MULTIPLIER EVENT
Underwater Archaeology in the Mediterranean

Enhancement of Ancient Ports, Docks, and Trade Routes

15 September 2023 - Selinunte (Italy)
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An event dedicated to “Underwater Archaeology” was held on Friday 15 
September at 5.30 pm at the Baglio Florio of the Archaeological Park of 
Selinunte as part of the Erasmus+ Project U-MAR “Enhancing 
underwater archeology to make it an innovative tool for developing 
sustainable & creative tourism”, coordinated by the Phoenicians’ Route – 
Cultural Route of the Council of Europe. The event is aimed at 
presenting the results of the project and proposing a reflection on 
underwater archaeology and the opportunities that derive from it on a 
cultural and tourist level.



E n h a n c i n g  u n d e r w a t e r  a r c h a e o l o g y

MORE INFO HERE

In addition to the Director of the Park, Felice Crescente, were also 
present the Director of the Phoenicians’ Route, Antonio Barone, Jon 
Albers, Professor of Classical Archaeology at the Ruhr-University of 
Bochum (Germany) (who talked about ports and docks in the ancient 
Mediterranean), the underwater archaeologist Fabio Amato of the 
Archaeological Groups of Italy, and the Councillor of the Archaeological 
Park of Agrigento (who talked about underwater archaeology as a tool 
for promoting territories).
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https://fenici.net/en/underwater-archeology-in-the-mediterranean-enhancement-of-ancient-ports-docks-and-trade-routes-selinunte-15-september/11143/
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MORE INFO HERE
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2nd MULTIPLIER EVENT
Associação Comercial e Industrial do Funchal

The day after the las Transnational Project Meeting held in Madeira, a 
seminar was held to present the results of the project at the Alberto 
Vieira Centre for the Study of Atlantic History. The event was attended 
by the Director of ACIF-CCIM, Roland Bachmeier, the Regional Director 
of Tourism, Dorita Mendonça, the Director of the Centre for the Study of 
Modern and Contemporary Alexandre Brazão, 

The various interlocutors of this project took advantage of this trip to the 
region to learn about the work that has been developed in the

region in the area of underwater archaeology.

28 September 2023 - Funchal (Portugal)

MORE INFO HERE

SEE ON FACEBOOK <

https://www.facebook.com/story.php?story_fbid=pfbid02CBwznLNGrM3ZRkxxLrKL8d4SAfSjUGcS8GB2Bx3ENASVxsPNryiiUWLkyTzjT7MUl&id=100080213693308&sfnsn=scwspmo
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On 8 September, D. Raúl González Gallero (University of Cadiz) in 
collaboration with CEI·MAR , presented the U-Mar project in the 
framework of the IV International Congress of Early Career in Marine 
Sciences.
An important opportunity to make the project known to an audience that 
is specialising in the field

NATIONAL ON-SITE EVENT
IV International Congress of Early Career in

Marine Sciences in Almerìa

08 September 2023 - Almería (Spain)

SEE ON FACEBOOK <
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https://www.facebook.com/story.php?story_fbid=pfbid0FW3tc3r1HQBQJRWYKf5AWNmiaG5kgdP2Kt9mftPkqNayrVf3ZmCvAe8L5pA6PWEFl&id=100080213693308&sfnsn=scwspwa
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MORE INFO HERE

From October 2 to October 13, 2023, the ICUA Zadar conducted an 
Advanced Underwater Archaeology Course. This course aimed to equip 
young scientists worldwide with comprehensive theoretical and 
practical knowledge related to underwater cultural heritage research. 
Participants hailed from Slovakia, Spain, Greece, and Colombia.

The course included morning lectures by underwater archaeologists 
and conservators from MCPA Zadar and RGK-DAI. In the first week, 
underwater surveys and deep dives took place, revealing ancient 
artifacts in various locations. In the second week, the participants 
actively engaged in systematic archaeological excavations at the Barbir 
site in Sukošan, setting up grids, excavating, and documenting their 
findings, including the ship's structure.

NATIONAL ON-SITE EVENT
Advanced Underwater Archaeology Course 2023

2-13 October 2023 - Croatia

7

https://www.icua.hr/en/article/advanced-underwater-archaeology-course-2023/581
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RELATED NEWS: ACIF-CCIM

The closing meeting of the U-Mar project took place in Madeira, ending 
in January 2024, with the participation of the various partners from 
Spain, Italy, Croatia and Cyprus.

The first day of this meeting served to take stock of the work carried out 
and to discuss the possibility of developing other projects, in 
partnership, in order to continue the work that has been promoted so far.
One of the outputs of this project was the design of an e-learning 
training course, aimed at tourism and cultural operators and other 
entities, to increase the knowledge of these professionals about the 
area of underwater archaeology and to raise awareness of the 
importance of promoting strategies for the conservation and 
enhancement of our archaeological heritage, as a tourist product.

U-Mar project launches training 
course on underwater archaeology
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DOWNLOAD COURSE

The training course will be available from next October, free of charge, 
on an electronic platform, through which it will be possible to access the 
contents of the 7 learning units, which address various topics, namely 
the importance of heritage protection, documentation techniques, how 
these archaeological spaces should be managed and protected from 
other maritime tourism activities.

Another objective of the project will be the creation of a space to 
promote our underwater archaeological heritage, through videos and 
other informative material, in order to make it accessible to tourists and 
the whole community.

9

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1IeWfn10TT_zSvUUfvz6WV5WbntG2hi81/view?usp=share_link
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RELATED NEWS: ICUA ZADAR

Croatian proposal for the protection and 
management of underwater cultural heritage 
designated as UNESCO example of best 
practices in underwater cultural heritage

MORE INFO HERE

The 9th Session of the States Parties to the 2001 Convention on 
Underwater Cultural Heritage, held in Paris from June 13 to 14, 2023, was 
attended by ICUA Zadar Director Mladen Pešić, PhD. Croatia's proposal, 
""System of Protection and Management of Underwater Cultural 
Heritage at Sites Velika Shallows near Cavtat, Letavica, and Baron 
Gautsch,"" was designated by UNESCO as a best practice example. This 
system safeguards underwater archaeological sites, issuing permits for 
activities near cultural artifacts. ""Best Practices"" promote public access 
to underwater heritage and facilitate international cooperation. 

Croatia collaborated with ICUA Zadar and the Ministry of Culture and 
Media, earning recommendation from UNESCO's Scientific and 
Technical Advisory Body. Italy and Mexico also received recognition for 
their underwater heritage projects. 

This achievement underscores Croatia's commitment to
preserving cultural and natural heritage." 
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https://www.icua.hr/en/article/croatian-proposal-for-the-protection-and-management-of-underwater-cultural-heritage-designated-as-unesco-example-of-best-practices-in-underwater-cultural-heritage/563
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@umarproject

@u.marproject

Funded by the European Union. Views and opinions expressed are however those of the 
author(s) only and do not necessarily reflect those of the European Union or the 

European Education and Culture Executive Agency (EACEA).
Neither the European Union nor EACEA can be held responsible for them.

GENERAL INFORMATIONS

U-Mar aims at developing the knowledge and the 
valorization of heritage related to underwater 
archaeology, through four specific objectives: 

Training  professional  �gures  with  speci�c  skills  in underwater 

archaeology by setting up an ad hoc innovative training course;

Developing sustainable and environmentally friendly tourism around 

underwater archaeology;

Provide guidelines for those organizations that want to develop 

strategies for enhancing the underwater archaeological heritage;

Increase knowledge of the underwater archaeological heritage and the 

importance of its conservation and enhancement.

Project Partners
La Rotta dei Fenici, Italy
Itinerario Culturale del Consiglio d'Europa

ICUA, Croatia
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Soprintendenza del Mare ACIF-CCIM, Portugal

Industrial and Commercial Association of Funchal
Chamber of Commerce and Industry of Madeira

ARGO, Italy

CEIMAR, Spain
International Campus of Excellence in Marine Sciences


